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Preventing Underage Drinking: Youth Leadership Training 2013 
 
HONOLULU – The Department of the Attorney General in partnership with HPPUD (Hawaii 
Partnership to Prevent Underage Drinking) Island Coalitions and the Department of Health, 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Division are coordinating a Youth Leadership Training to provide youth 
with information and skills to prevent underage drinking in their communities. 
 
Over 60 youth leaders, law enforcement, and chaperones from the islands of Oahu, Maui, 
Molokai, and Kauai will be attending the three-day training on March 20 – 22, 2013 at the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa, Kuykendall Auditorium.  They will develop: 
 

• An understanding of underage drinking laws; 

• Advocacy and communication skills and strategies to foster active participation in 
community/policy-related events on underage drinking; 

• Public advocacy skills through conference related activities; 

• Leadership and community mobilizing skills to mobilize their communities to prevent 
underage drinking. 

 
On March 21, the youth will have a press conference to speak out about the importance of 
stopping underage drinking.  The press conference will be held at 7:00 p.m. at the Beretania 
Times Supermarket, located at 1290 South Beretania Street.  Mr. Bob Stout, President of Times 
Supermarket will also be present. 
 
Times Supermarkets is a supporter of underage drinking prevention and will be allowing the 
youth to participate in a public awareness effort at the Beretania, Kaimuki, and Waimalu 
Supermarkets, educating customers about the dangers of providing alcohol to those below the 
legal age. 
  
Research has shown that many teenagers get their alcohol from persons 21 or older.  
“According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, alcohol use by persons under 
age 21 years is a major public health problem.  Alcohol is the most commonly used and abused 
drug among youth in the United States, more than tobacco and illicit drugs, and is responsible 
for more than 4,700 annual deaths among underage youth.  Although drinking by persons under 
the age of 21 is illegal, people aged 12 to 20 years drink 11% of all alcohol consumed in the 
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United States.  More than 90% of this alcohol is consumed in the form of binge drinking.  In 
2010, there were approximately 189,000 emergency rooms visits by persons under age 21 for 
injuries and other conditions linked to alcohol.”  (Fact Sheet: CDC 24/7: Saving Lives. Protecting 
People) 

 
“Underage drinking is widespread in Hawaii.  Approximately 46,000 underage youth in Hawaii 
(Grades 9 – 12) drink each year, with 37.8% admitting to drinking at least one drink of alcohol in 
the last 30 days.”  (Underage Drinking in Hawaii Facts; Pacific Institute for Research and 
Evaluation, 2011) 
 
Underage drinking parties can result in a number of problems such as alcohol poisoning, 
impaired driving, violence, sexual assault, unprotected sex resulting in pregnancy or the spread 
of sexually transmitted diseases, property damage, combination drug use, and death. 
 
Youth Leadership Training attendees will be educated on how to mobilize their communities.  
Skills learned at this three-day training will provide these youth with information and skills they 
can implement in their own neighborhoods in partnership with law enforcement and other 
community leaders who support the prevention of underage drinking prevention. 
 
Funding for this training is provided by a federal grant from Enforcing the Underage Drinking 
Laws (EUDL). 
 
For more information on underage drinking, go to: 
 
Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation, Underage Drinking Enforcement Training Center: 
Udetc.org 
 
Department of Health, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Division: 
http://hawaii.gov/health/substance-abuse/index.html 
 
Department of the Attorney General: 
ag.hawaii.gov 
 
Kauai Island, Life’s Choices: 
www.kauai.gov/antidrug/ 
 
Coalition for a Drug-Free Hawaii, Prevention Resource Center: 
http://www.drugfreehawaii.org/index.php/PRC 
 

# # # 
 

For more information, contact: 
Anne Lopez 
Special Assistant to the Attorney General 
(808) 586-1284  
anne.e.lopez@hawaii.gov  
ag.hawaii.gov 
 
Valerie Mariano 
Chief of Community and Crime Prevention, Department of the Attorney General 
(808) 586-1444 
valerie.s.mariano@hawaii.gov 
ag.hawaii.gov 



 
 

Youth Leadership Training 2013 
March 20 – 22, 2013 

University of Hawaii at Manoa 
 

AGENDA 
 

The conference will provide a forum where youth and young adults can learn about how to prevent 
underage drinking – how to mobilize their peers and other adults in the community.  Youth will also 
learn how to build positive and sustainable working relationships with law enforcement, government, 
and community leaders working on underage drinking prevention strategies and to promote underage 
drinking policies in Hawaii. 
 
The goals of this conference are: 
1)  Provide youth/young adults with information on underage drinking laws. 
2)  Provide youth/young adults with advocacy and communication skills and strategies to foster active 

participation in community/policy-related events surrounding underage drinking. 
3)  Provide youth/young adults with the opportunity to develop their public advocacy skills through 

conference related activities. 
4)  Provide youth/young adults with leadership and community mobilizing skills to mobilize their 

communities to prevent underage drinking.  

 
Wednesday, March 20, 2013 
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