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Thedevelopment and progress of felony sexua assault
caseshasbeen likened to afunnel, inwhichthe
number of casesgetsdramatically smaler at various
stagesof thecrimina justice system (L aFree, 1989).
Nationadly, just one-third of all sexual assaultsare
reported to the police (U.S. Bureau of Justice Statis-
tics, 1993), and only 5% of those which are reported
lead to an alleged offender being arrested, charged,
tried, convicted, sentenced, and incarcerated (L aFree,
1989). Considering that the number of reported cases
isinitily so smdl, asfew as1in 60 actua sexua
assaultsmay ever lead to theincarceration of an
offender.

Dataon sexud offendersin Hawaii havetraditionaly
been derived from studies of those at the bottom of
the criminal justice funnel—convicted sex offenders.
Whilethese dataareimportant, it isalso valuableto
examinethelarger number of casesthat appear at
higher levelsof thefunnel. Following aninitia sum-
mary of felony sexua assault arrests, convictions, and
offender registrationsin Hawalii, thisreport provides

thefirst arrest-level look at felony sexual assault
arrestees, their dleged victims, and the assaults
themselves. Thesedatawill beexplored further in
subsequent Crime Trend Series.

Except where otherwise noted, thestatisticsinthis
report werederived from raw numbersof felony
sexua assault arrestsand convictionsin Hawali
between 1986 and 1996, police arrest reports,
criminal history records of those arrested for felony
sexual assaults between 1993 and 1996, and the
names of registered sex offenders.

Arrests, Convictions, and Registrations
in Hawaii, 1986 - 1996

Therewere 2923 people arrested for felony sex
offenses between 1986 and 1996. From this number
1096 (or 37.5%) of the arresteeswere convicted for
felony sex offenses, and, of those convicted, 370
(33.8%) haveregistered in Hawaii.! Theremaining
726 (66.2%) convicted-but-unregistered sex
offendersare accounted for by 545 who are still
incarcerated?, and 181 for whom no specific
explanation isapparent.

Table 1: People Arrested, Convicted, and Registered for Felony Sexual Assault
before 85| 1986 | 1987 | 1988 | 1989 | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | other states
Arrested 168 | 214 | 203 | 228 | 269 | 299 | 387 | 339 | 312 | 278 | 226
Convicted 55 55 79 84 74 105 | 142 | 172 | 126 | 111 93
Registered 54 7 8 15 16 21 41 60 72 47 48 35 24

!Arrest data were gathered in October 1996, conviction data in August 1996, and registration data in September 1996.

2According to Barry Coyne, Ph.D., of the Hawaii Department of Public Safety, this figure is current as of January 1, 1997. Upon their release
these individuals must register with their state of residency.
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Apart from the 370 registered sex offenders men-
tioned above, 54 were convicted in Hawaii before
1986, and 24 were convicted in another state and
subsequently registeredinHawaii, resultingina

current total of 448 registered sex offendersin Hawaii.

Table 1 showsthe number of felony sexual assault
arrestsand convictionsin Hawaii since 1986 and the
number of registered offenders[see Appendix A for
legal definitionsof felony sex assaultsin Hawaii, and
Appendix B for information about sex offender
registration].

Ananaysisof registered offendersby county reveds
that 72.4% currently reside on Oahu, 14.3%on
Hawaii, 12.2% on Maui, and 1.1% on Kauai. These
proportionsarewithin 3.5 percentage points of
Department of Business, Economic Development,
And Tourism (DBED) county popul ation estimates.

FELONY SEX OFFENSE ARRESTS
IN HAWAII, 1993 - 1996

Arrestee Profile

Between 1993-1996, 1043 persons (98.8% males,
1.2% females) were arrested for felony sex offenses.
Therewere some caseswith multiple arrestees: eight
cases had two arrestees, one had four, and one had
five. Their agesranged from 17to 85 yearsold, with
amedian ageof 33. Almost 70% of the arrestees
were between the ages of 18 and 39. Table2 shows
the number of personsarrested for felony sexua
assault by arrestee agerange.

Table2: Arrestee Age
# %
17 2 0.2
18-29 367 35.2
30-39 361 34.6
40-49 181 17.4
50-59 88 8.4
60-100 44 4.2

Thelargest arrestee ethnic group reported was
Caucasans, with Hawaiiansand Filipinosasthe
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second and third largest groups represented (Table 3).
Hawaiians may have been dightly over-reported
because many people classify themselvesasHawai-
iansbased on birthplace rather than true ethnic heri-
tage. LeanneN. Gillespieand Barry J. Coyne, Ph.D.,
of the Hawaii Department of Public Safety are cur-
rently preparing amorethorough report on ethnicity
and sex offendersin Hawali.

Table 3:  Arrestee Ethnicity
# %
Black o1 87
Caucasians 288 27.6
Chinese 14 13
Filipino 181 17.4
Part-Hawaiian 187 17.9
Japanese 51 4.9
Korean 14 13
Samoan 47 45
Other 170 16.3

About 75% of those arrested for felony sex offenses
werebornin the United States (about two-thirds of
thesefrom Hawaii), approximately 20% werefrom
foreign countries (haf of thesefrom the Philippines),
and lessthan 5% werefrom U.S. territories.

Oahu accounted for the greatest proportion of those
arrested for felony sex offenses (64.2%), with Maui at
16.0%, Hawaii at 13.8%, and Kauai at 6.0%. While
the Kauai and Hawalii proportionsarewithin 2.5
percentage pointsof DBED’ s estimated population
distribution by county, Maui (with 9.8% of the popula
tion) and Oahu (with 73.9% of the population) appear
to have had, respectively, an over- and under-
representation of felony sexual assault arrests between
1993 and 1996.

Twoindividuaswere arrested twice each on different
idands: one on Oahu and Kauai, and another on Oahu
and Hawaii.

Themajority (82.4%) of those arrested had aregular
place of resdence. Homeless(7.4%), military
(5.3%), and visitor (4.2%) categories each accounted
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for asignificant portion of arrestees, whilethoseliving
on boatsor in prison each accounted for lessthan 1%.

Employment statusranged from unemployed to
private businessownership (Table4). Unskilled
laborers(e.g., tour drivers, waiters, etc., but excluding
maintenance and construction workers) comprised
almost one-third of the sample, with about one-
guarter unemployed, and gpproximately one-tenth
classified asskilled laborers(e.g., repair persons,
painters, chefs). Maintenance and construction
workerswere considered separately dueto their

frequency of occurrence.
Table 4: Arrestee Employment Status
# %

Business owner 25 35
Professional 28 39
Supervisor 22 31
Skilled  laborer 63 89
Enforcement 19 2.7
Unskilled |aborer 220 30.9
Maintenance 27 38
Construction 37 52
Military 43 6.0
Retired 11 15
Student 14 20
Other 12 17
Unemployed 190 26.7
Unknown 100

Missing 232

Of the 1043 arrestees, 142 (13.6%) of the arrestees
had prior sex offense arrestsranging from petty
misdemeanorsto Class A felonies. One hundred and
eleven (10.6%) of the arresteeshad at |east one prior
felony sex offensearrest.

A tota of 3139 felony sex offense chargeswere
brought against the 1043 arrestees. A rangeof 1to
66 chargeswere brought againgt individua arrestees,
with just under one-third being arrested onasingle
charge.

Ananadysisof these chargesreveded that, at thetime
the datawere collected, 35.3% had ended with a
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guilty verdict, 5.4% had concluded with anot guilty
verdict, 1.5% had resulted in an acquittal, 36.7% had
ended dueto any of anumber of other circumstances
(the arrestee had been rel eased pending investigation,
the case had been dismissed from court, etc.), and
21.1% of the chargeswere still proceeding through
thecrimind justicesystem.

Approximately 75% of theguilty dispositionswere
based on origina arrest charges, and about 25% were
based on arrest chargeswhich had subsequently been
amended (e.g., sexud assault 1 reduced to sexua
assault 3, harassment raised to sexual assault 3, etc.).

Of dl guilty dispositions, the three most frequent
"arrest-to-final charge" scenarioswereasfollows:

Arrest Fina % of Guilty
Charge Charge Dispositions
Sexua Assault 3 - Sexual Assault 3 37.4%
Sexua Assault 1 - Sexual Assault 1 24.3%
Sexua Assault 1 - Sexual Assault 2 17.2%

Victim Profile

Victiminformation wasavailablefor 811 of the
1043 cases, and inthese casestherewas atotal of
916 victims,; thisfigureincludessingle caseswith
multiplevictims. Of the811 cases, 76 arresteeshad
two victims, 23 had three, 4 had four, and 1 had six.
Among the 916 victimstherewere 827 females, 87
males, and two whose gender was not recorded.

Victim agesranged from 1 to 85 years(Table5). The
most frequently occurring agewas 13 (84 victims).

Table5: Victim Age

# %
0-8 120 13.2
9-13 230 25.2
14-17 164 18.0
18-29 231 25.3
30-39 111 12.2
40-49 48 5.3
50-59 5 0.5
60-100 3 0.3
Unknown 4 _
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Morethan haf thevictimswereyounger than 18 years
of age; of these, dmost 70% were 13 or younger.
Thegreatest proportion of victimswerethose be-
tween 18 and 29, followed by ageranges9to 13 and
14t0 17. Theagerangesarenot distributed evenly
because pendtiesvary for individuas convicted of
crimesagaingt either theyoung or elderly [see Hawali
Revised Statutes 706-660.2, and, in Appendix A,
707-730-87].

Victimswere most frequently Caucasans (29.3%),
Hawaiians (24.7%), “ Others’ such as Spanish or
Micronesian, etc. (13.9%), and Filipinos (11.1%).
Slightly over 90% of thevictimsresdedin Hawali
while5.5% werevisitors, about 3% were homeless,
and categoriesfor thosein prison or the military each
accounted for lessthan 1%.

Arrestee-Victim Residence Proximities

Policereportsincluded street addressesfromwhich
the genera distance between 839 arrestee-victim
residences could be determined. Categorieswere
crested to generdizethe proximity of victimand
offender resdencesand areexemplified asfollows:

Neighbors. Same street name & different number
Samearea in Kahala, in Kaneohe, or in Waianae
CloeAreas  KalualKaneohe, Moandua/Kdihi

Different areas. ManoalK apolel, Waimanalo/Haeiwa

Thegreatest proportion of victimsand offendershad
the same home address, whilethosewho either lived
incompletely different areasfrom one another or were
neighborsfollowed closely behind (Table6).

Arrestee-Victim Relationships

A littleover 85% of thevictimsknew their dleged
attackers. Slightly over one-third of therdationship
dataisaccounted for by intra-familia offenders® with
the highest percentage of thisgroup classified as
“other family members.”# A cquaintances congtituted
just under one-third of the cases and comprised the
largest sngular category of relationship type. At
11.3%, strangers accounted for comparatively fewer
cases. ThesedataareshowninTable7.
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Table 6: Arrestee and Victim Residence Proximity
# %
Same  address 176 21.5
Neighbor 151 18.4
Same area 87 10.6
Close areas 69 84
Different  areas 168 20.5
Both  homeless 14 17
One is homeless 68 8.3
Both  visitors 13 1.6
One is visitor 58 7.1
One is military 7 0.9
Homeless/visitor 2 0.2
Homeless/military 3 0.4
Visitor/military 3 0.4
Unknown 97
Missing 232
Table 7: Arrestee and Victim Relationship
# %
Intrafamilial 216 34.4
----- Parent 51 8.1
----- Boyfriend/girlfriend of a parent 20 3.2
----- Spouse 18 29
----- Other  family members 78 12.4
----- Sibling 4 0.6
----- Step-parent 45 7.2
Acquaintance 204 32,5
Boyfriend/girlfriend 43 6.8
Co-worker 6 1.0
Ex-partner 12 1.9
Friend 41 6.5
Neighbor 22 35
Stranger 71 11.3
Other 13 21
Unknown 288
Missing 232 -

SIntra-familial offenders are defined as biol ogicd father, mother, or
sibling; stepfather, stepmother, step-sibling, boyfriend or girlfriend
of a parent, or “other family member.”

4 Other family members' are defined as individuals from the
extended family, such as grandparents, uncles, or cousins.
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To provideamore complete picture of therelation-
ships between victimsand arrestees, additional data
were gathered from both the Children’ sAdvocacy
Center (CAC), which provides assistance to persons
who werevictimized whileunder theage of 18, and
the Sex Abuse Treatment Center (SATC), which
workswith victimsof any age.

CAC datacollected during the calendar year 1995
(n=1,198 cases), reveal that 61.2% of therelation-
ships between children and alleged offenderswere
broadly intra-familia, with biological parents(22.9%
of al cases) representing the most common type of
intrafamilia offenders. Acquaintancescomprisedthe
second largest category (28.9%), 5.2% were strang-
ers, 2.1% were“others’ (e.g., institution staff), 1.8%
were babysitters, and 0.8% wereteachers. Alleged
offendersresided with their victimsin 44.8% of the
Cases.

SATC data (n = 2,496 cases as of October 1996)

showed that the most common relationship typewas
acquai ntance (31.4%), followed by intra-familia
(22.5%), stranger (20.8%), and neighbor (3.0%).

Victim Age by Arrestee-Victim Relationship

Almost 90% of victimslessthan 18 years of age knew
their aleged attackers; thisproportion decreased to
just under 80% for adult victims. Child victimswere
associated with about 60% of the arrestee-victim
“neighbor” relationships, whileadult victims appeared
inamost 65% of the" stranger” relationships.

Inrank order, the most frequently occurring arrestee-
victim relationship typesamong child victimswere
acquaintance (27.3%), other family member (18.8%),
and parent or step-parent (at 12.1% each). For adult
victims, acquaintance (40.4%), stranger (17.6%), and
boyfriend/girlfriend (12.2%) were the most common
relationship types(Table8).

Table8: Arresteeand Victim Relationship by Victim Age

0-13years 14-17 years 0-17 years 18-100 years Total

# % # % # % # % # %
Acquaintance 70 28.0 32 26.0 102 27.3 103 40.4 205 32.6
Boyfriend/  girlfriend 8 3.2 4 3.3 12 3.2 31 12.2 43 6.8
Employee/  Employer 0 0.0 1 0.8 1 0.3 5 2.0 6 1.0
Ex-partner 1 0.4 1 0.8 2 0.5 10 3.9 12 1.9
Friend 12 4.8 11 8.9 23 6.2 17 6.7 40 6.4
Other 8 3.2 2 1.6 10 2.7 3 1.2 13 2.1
Spouse 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 18 7.1 18 2.9
Neighbor 13 5.2 0 0.0 13 3.5 9 3.5 22 3.5
Other family member 47 18.8 23 18.7 70 18.8 8 3.1 78 12.4
Parent 25 10.0 20 16.3 45 12.1 6 2.4 51 8.1
Boyfriend/girlfriend of a parent 19 7.6 1 0.8 20 5.4 0 0.0 20 3.2
Stranger 21 8.4 5 4.1 26 7.0 45 17.6 71 11.3
Sibling 1 0.4 3 2.4 4 11 0 0.0 4 0.6
Step-parent 25 10.0 20 16.3 45 12.1 0 0.0 45 7.2
Unknown 100 41 141 143 284
Missing 4
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Location of Assaults

Table9 summarizeslocation descriptionsfor the
1,945 SATC sexua assault casesthat included this
information. Assaultsoccurredinavariety of areas
but amost 60% had taken placein private residences.
Victim res denceswerethe most common locations,
and led suspect and other residences by aconsider-
ablemargin. Other common areasfor assaultswerein
suspects vehiclesand at beachesor parks.

Table9: Location of Assaults
# % # %

Victim's residence 624 32.1 Victim's  vehicle 17 0.9

Suspect's residence 415 21.3 Other's  hotel 16 0.8

Suspect's vehicle 126 6.5 Other private place 13 0.7

Other's  residence 122 6.3 Building  (unoccupied) 12 0.6

Beach/Park 111 5.7 Store/Center 11 0.6

Street/Lot/Lawn 81 4.2 Work  ste 9 0.5

Suspect's  hotel 69 35 Other's vehicle 6 0.3

School/Schoolyard 66 34 Private  party 6 0.3

Other Public locale 60 3.1 Private  boat 5 0.3

Victim's office/work 34 1.7 Disco/Bar/Club 4 0.2

Victim's  hotel 30 15 Theatre/Movie 4 0.2

Suspect's office/work 29 1.5 Restaurant/Fast-food 3 0.2

Woods/Field/Trail 22 1.1 Public Transportation 3 0.2

Military grounds 20 1.0 Other's office/Work 3 0.2

Parking  structure 19 1.0 Other 5 0.3
Summary
Thedatacompiled for thisreport havereveded a generaly occur in private residences.
number of demographic tendenciesassociated with
felony sexua assault arrestsin Hawaii. Whenthe Conversdly, these datad so demondtrate that neither
variablesareexamined individudly, arresteesare victimsnor thosewho are arrested for felony sexua
frequently 18 to 39 year-old males of Caucasian, assault dwaysfit acertain profile. Itissmilarly clear
Hawaiian, or Filipino descent, have no prior felony that the crime can occur under avariety of conditions.

sexual assault arrests, and are either unemployed or Whilethe gatistical tendenciescited inthisreport are
work asunskilled laborers. Victimsare most often noteworthy, itisaso critical to statethat the data
Caucasian or Hawaiian females under the age of 18, should not be used inasimple“demographical for-
although many are between the ages of 18 and 29. mula’ for sexua assault. A deeper exploration of the
Themagority of assaultsthat lead to an arrest take datawill berequired to assessthe extent towhicha
place between victimsand alleged offenderswhoare  multitude of variablesinterrelate and are associated
elther acquaintances or membersof the samefamily with the occurrence of sexual assaultsin Hawaii.
(especidly in caseswith child victims), and assaults
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APPENDIX A
LEGAL DEFINITIONS

For anindividua in Hawalii to be classfied asasex offender and required to register (acommon prerequisitefor
community notificationin other states), he or she must have been convicted of afelony sexua offense. Hawaii
Revised Statutes definefelony sexual assaultsasfollows:

Sexua assaultinthefirst degree (707-730-87; Class A felony) occurswhen aperson “knowingly subjects
another person to an act of sexua penetration by strong compulsion; or knowingly subjectsto sexua penetra-
tion another personwhoislessthan 14 yearsold.” Thedefinitionof “penetration” includes cunnilingusand
fdldio.

Sexual assault in the second degree (707-731-87; Class B felony) occurswhen aperson “knowingly subjects
another person to an act of sexua penetration by compulsion; knowingly subjectsto sexua penetration another
person who ismentally defective, mentally incapacitated, or physically hel pless; or when an employee of astate
correctiond facility knowingly subjectsto sexual penetration animprisoned person...”

Sexual Assault inthethird degree (707-732-87; Class C felony) occurswhen aperson “recklessy subjects
another person to an act of sexual penetration by compulsion; knowingly subjectsto sexual contact another
person who islessthan 14 yearsold or causes such aperson to have sexua contact with the person; knowingly
subjectsto sexual contact another person whoismentally defective, mentaly incapacitated, or physically
helpless, to sexua contact or causes such aperson to have sexual contact with the actor; knowingly subjectsto
sexua contact an imprisoned person or causes such person to have sexual contact with the actor; or knowingly,
by strong compulsion, has sexual contact with another person or causes another person to have sexual contact
withtheactor...”

Other applicable sectionsinthe Hawaii Revised Statutesincludeincest (707-741; Class C felony), promoting
child abusein thefirst degree (707-750; Class A felony), and promoting child abuse in the second degree (707-
751; ClassB felony).

Section 706-659 statesthat a person convicted of aClass A felony “shall be sentenced to anindeterminateterm
of imprisonment of twenty yearswithout possibility of suspension of sentenceor probation.” Section 706-660
dtatesthat, “...the court shall impose the maximum Iength of imprisonment which shall beasfollows: For aclass
B felony—10years,; and for aclassC feony—5years.” Minimum lengthsof imprisonment are determined by
theHawaii Paroling Authority in accordance with section 706-669.
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APPENDIX B
SEX OFFENDER REGISTRATION IN HAWAII

All 50 states have enacted registration lawsfor convicted sex offenders. Passed in 1995 and made effective
January 1, 1996, Act 160 requires personsresiding in Hawaii and convicted of felony sex assaultsin Hawali or
any other state or territory to register with the police upon their releasefromjail, prison, hospitals, or other
indtitutions. Offendersmust register within threeworking daysof their arriva inthe countiesinwhichthey intend
to reside, and must give written notice at least three working days prior to making address changes. Thepolice
must in turn notify the appropriate county chief of police, and only the chiefs, heads of other law enforcement
agencies, or their designeesare currently given accessto registration information.

Hawaii requireslifetimeregistration, but offenders may petition the court to berelieved of registration duty no
lessthan fiveyearsafter conviction or releasefromincarceration. Offendersmust show clear and convincing
evidence of rehabilitationin order for petitionsto be granted, and, if an application isdenied, the offender in
question must walit at least oneyear before reapplying.
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