VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT (VOCA) VICTIM ASSISTANCE GRANT 
PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS AND ALLOWABLE COSTS*

VOCA provides federal financial assistance to states to provide direct services to victims of crime.  Services can include crisis hotline support, counseling, information and referral, criminal justice support/advocacy, assistance with filing for compensation, and emergency assistance.

In Hawaii, the VOCA grant is administered by the Department of the Attorney General, Crime Prevention and Justice Assistance Division.  Statewide, a minimum of 10% must be budgeted to each of the priority areas:

· Sex Assault

· Domestic Violence

· Child Abuse

· Underserved Populations (i.e.: elderly victims, homicide/negligent homicide survivors, victims with disabilities, LBTQQ victims, tourist/visitor victims, victims residing in rural and/or geographically isolated areas, victims of sex trafficking, victims of violent property crimes, and immigrant victims/victims with limited English proficiency)

Funding Source

Funding for the program is provided by fines collected from federal criminals, and not by Congressional appropriation and tax dollars. The program is administered by the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Office for Victims of Crime (OVC).  

VOCA percentage breakdowns

Priority Areas (10%)

A minimum of 10% must be budgeted to each of the of the priority areas including Sex Assault, Domestic Violence, Child Abuse, and Underserved Populations. 
Match Requirement (20%)

The VOCA Grant requires a 20% match contribution (cash or in-kind) of the total project cost (federal funds plus match). 
Administrative Funds (5%)
Each state grantee may retain up to, but no more than 5% of each year’s grant for administering the VOCA victim assistance grant at the state grantee level. This administrative cost is to be used 
by the state grantee to expand, enhance, and/or improve the state’s previous level of effort in administering the VOCA victim assistance grant program.
Eligible Recipients

· Public or Private Non-Profit Organizations that provide direct services to crime victims.

· Criminal Justice Agencies – Agencies such as law enforcement organizations, prosecutors’ offices, courts, corrections, probation and paroling authorities are eligible to help pay for victims’ services.  For example, prosecutor-based victim services may include victim-witness programs, victim notification, and victim impact statements.  Corrections-based victim services may include victim notification, restitution advocacy, victim-offender mediation, and victim impact panels.  Police-based victim services may include victim crisis units or victim advocates, victim registration and notification, and cell phone and alarm services for domestic abuse victims.  VOCA funds may be used to provide victim services that exceed a law enforcement officer’s normal duties.  Regular law enforcement duties such as crime scene intervention, questioning of victims and witnesses, investigation of the crime and follow-up activities may not be paid for with VOCA funds.

· Eligible recipients must utilize volunteers.

· Eligible recipients must assist victims in seeking crime victim compensation benefits. 

Allowable Costs

· Immediate health and safety. Services that respond to immediate safety, emotional, psychological, and physical (excluding medical care) needs of crime victims, such as crisis interventions; accompaniment to hospitals for medical examinations; hotline counseling; safety planning; emergency food, clothing, transportation and shelter; short-term  nursing home, adult foster are or group-home placement for victims for whom no other safe, short-term residence is available; window, door, or lock replacement or repair and other repairs necessary to ensure a victim’s safety; immediate medical costs when crime victim compensation or health insurance is not readily available to quickly meet the needs of the victim, including medicine, prophylactic or other treatment to prevent HIV/AIDS infection or other infectious disease, durable medical equipment such as wheelchairs, crutches, hearing aids, eyeglasses, and other healthcare items; and emergency legal assistance, such as filing for restraining or protective orders and visitation rights. 

· Personal advocacy and emotional support. Services that include, but are not limited to, working with a victim to assess the impact of the crime; identification of the victim’s needs, resources available to the victim, and the provision of information, referrals, and advocacy; case management; management of practical problems created by the victimization; and traditional, cultural, and/or alternative therapy healing (e.g., art therapy, yoga), if these costs serve a programmatic purpose and are supported by evidence-based and trauma-informed or therapeutic standards.  

· Mental health counseling and care. Mental health counseling and care, including but not limited to, outpatient therapy/counseling, and substance-abuse treatment (as long as it is directly related to the victimization), provided by a person who meets professional standards to provide these services in the jurisdiction in which the care is administered. 

· Peer support. Activities that provide opportunities for victims to meet other victims, share experiences, and provide self-help, information and emotional support. 

· Facilitation of participation in criminal justice and other public proceedings arising from the crime. The provision of services and payment of costs that help victims participate in criminal justice and other public proceedings arising from the crime (e.g., juvenile justice hearings, civil commitment proceedings), including but not limited to advocacy on behalf of the victim; accompanying a victim to offices and court; transportation, meals, and lodging to allow a victim who is not a witness to participate in a proceeding; interpreting for a non-witness victim who is deaf or hard of hearing; providing child care and respite care to enable a victim who is a caregiver to attend activities related to the proceeding; notification to victims regarding key proceeding dates; assistance in recovering property that was retained as evidence; and assistance with restitution advocacy on behalf of crime victims.

· Legal assistance. Legal assistance, other than criminal prosecution and defense and tort actions, where reasonable and where the need for such services arises as a direct result of the victimization.

· Forensic medical evidence collection examinations. Forensic medical evidence collection examinations to the extent that other funding sources, such as State appropriations, are insufficient.

· Forensic interviews. Forensic interviews, provided that (1) the results of the interviews will be used not only for law enforcement and prosecution purposes, but also for identification of needs, such as social services, personal advocacy, case management, substance abuse treatment, and mental health services; (2) interviews are conducted in the context of a multi-disciplinary investigation and diagnostic team, or in a specialized setting such as a child advocacy center; and (3) the interviewer is trained to conduct forensic interviews appropriate to the developmental age and abilities of children, or the developmental, cognitive, and physical or communication disabilities presented by adults. 

· Transportation. Transportation of victims to receive services and to participate in criminal justice proceedings.

· Public awareness and education presentations. Presentations, including the development of presentation materials; public service announcements in schools, community centers, and other public forums, that are designed to inform crime victims of specific rights and services and provide them with or refer them to services.

· Transitional housing. Transitional housing, including but not limited to, travel, rental assistance, security deposits, utilities, and other costs incidental to the relocation to such housing, as well as voluntary support services such as childcare and counseling.

· Relocation. Reasonable moving expenses, security deposits on housing, rental expenses, and utility startup costs. 
Other Allowable Costs include:

· Skills Training for Staff and Volunteers (*should not be a significant percentage of the total VOCA award; training request above 10% must obtain CPJAD approval)
· Training Materials

· Training Related Travel

· Equipment and Furniture 

· Leasing Vehicles

· Advanced Technologies (i.e. Case Management systems; automated victim notification systems, etc.)

· Contracts for Professional Services (NOTE: VOCA funds should not be used to support contract services. However, it may be necessary for VOCA subrecipients to use a portion of the VOCA grant to contract specialized services such as assistance in filing restraining orders, establishing emergency custody rights.)

· Organizational Expenses

· Operating Costs (i.e. printing, supplies, equipment use fees, etc.)

· Supervision of Direct Service Providers
· Coordination of Activities to Assist Victims

· Multi-System, Interagency, Multi-Disciplinary Responses to Crime Victim Needs

· VOCA Administrative Time

· Indirect Costs
· Repair or Replacement of Essential Items

*All items must be approved through CPJAD.

Non-Allowable Costs

· Lobbying and administrative advocacy, including any lobbying or advocacy activities with respect to legislation or to administrative changes to regulations or administrative policy, whether conducted directly or indirectly. 

· Research and studies, except as under 28 C.F.R. §94.121(j) of the VOCA Rules. 

· Active investigation and prosecution of criminal activities, except for the provision of victim assistance services, including emotional support, advocacy, and legal services to crime victims during such investigation and prosecution.  
· Fundraising, including any activity related to fundraising, except for fee-based or similar income allowed by the Department. 

· Capital expenses, including capital improvements, property losses and expenses, real estate purchases, mortgage payments, and construction, except as specifically allowable under the VOCA Rules. 

· Compensation for victims of crime, including reimbursement of crime victims for expenses incurred as a result of a crime, except as specifically allowable under the VOCA Rules.
· Medical care, except for forensic medical examination and emergency expenses allowed under VOCA Rules, 28 C.F.R. §94.119.

· Salaries and expenses of management, including salaries, benefits, fees, furniture, equipment, and other expenses of executive directors, board members, and other administrators, except as may be specifically allowable under the VOCA Rules. 
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