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About HSCADV

Mission

Unite Hawai'i to end all forms of domestic violence.

Vision

Thriving communities, free from violence.

Federally recognized domestic violence coalition

representing 20 member programs and allied
organizations, statewide.




Learning Objectives

* |dentify and analyze the intersection of indicators, patterns of coercion, and contextual
factors that connect domestic violence and human trafficking.

» Explain why trauma-informed approaches are essential for fostering safety and trust with
survivors.

* Discuss best-practice strategies for a coordinated, survivor-centered response, including
safety planning and resources.
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Defining Domestic Violence

A pattern of behaviors used to gain or

maintain power and control over another
partner in a relationship.

Wheel Gallery

Domestic Abuse Intervention Programs. (n.d.). Power and Control Wheel.

https://www.theduluthmodel.org/wheels/understanding-power-control-wheel/.

USING COERCION
AND THREATS

Making and/or carrying out threats
to do something to hurt her
« threatening to leave her, to

commit suicide, to report

INTIMIDATION
Making her afraid by using
looks, actions, gestures

« smashing things * destroying
her property * abusing

USING I:jer to x;u'eliare . mat@ng pets « displaying
her drop charges » making weapons.
AElcngm MIC her do illegal things. EMUUTSIHmL
Preventing her from getting ABUSE

or keeping a job = making her
ask for maoney * giving her an
allowance = taking her money * not
letting her know about or have access
to family income.

Putting her down  making her
feel bad about herself « calling her
names * making her think she’s crazy
= playing mind games * humiliating her
« making her feel guilty.

USING MALE PRIVILEGE
Treating her like a servant « making all the
big decisions = acting like the “master of
the castle” = being the one to

define men’s and women's roles

USING ISOLATION

Controlling what she does, who she sees
and talks to, what she reads, where
she goes = limiting her outside
involvement * using jealousy
to justify actions.

MINIMIZING,
DENYING

AND BLAMING
Making light of the abuse
and not taking her concerns

about it seriously = saying the
abuse didn’'t happen e shifting respon-
sibility for abusive behavior * saying
she caused it.

CHILDREN
Making her feel guilty
about the children « using
the children to relay messages
* using visitation to harass her

« threatening to take the
children away.




Defining Human Trafficking

COERCION and

THREATS
Threatens to harm victim
or family e Threatens
ECONOMIC to expose or shame
ABUSE victim e Threatens
to report to
police or
immigration

INTIMIDATION

Harms other victims, children
or pets @ Displays or uses
weapons @ Destroys
property e Lies about
police involvement
in trafficking
situation

money earned e Prohibits access
to finances e Limits resources to
a small allowance

USING PRIVILEGE
Treats victim like a servant

e Uses gender, age or nationality to
suggest superiority ® Uses certain
victims to control others @ Hides or
destroys important documents

e Calls names @ Plays mind games
e Makes victim feel guilt/blame for
situation @ Convinces victim they’re
the only one that cares about them

POWER
&
CONTROL

ISOLATION

Keeps confined ® Accompanies
to public places e Creates distrust of
police/others ® Moves victims to

different locations ® Doesn’t allow
victim to learn English or to go
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PHYSICAL ABUSE

Shoves, slaps, hits, punches, kicks,

I

Q

strangles @ Burns, brands, tattoos SEXUAL DENYING, to school @ Denies
® Denies food/water ® Exposes ABUSE BLAMING, access to children,
to harmful chemicals Uses sexual assault MINIMIZING,

® Forces pregnancy as punishment or

Makes light of abuse or
exploitation @ Denies that
anything illegal or exploitative
is occurring @ Places blame
on the victim for the
trafficking situation

e Forces victim to have
sex multiple times a day
with strangers e Treats
victim as an object for
monetary gain ® Normalizes
sexual violence and
selling sex

drug addiction as
means of
control

The use of force, fraud, or coercion to

exploit a person for labor, services, or
commercial sex.

Human Trafficking Wheel

Polaris Project. (2010). Trafficking Power & Control Wheel [PDF]. Adapted by National Indigenous Women'’s Resource

Center. https://www.niwrc.org/sites/default/files/images/resource/Trafficking%20Power%20%26 %20Control%20Wheel.pdf




Why These Issues Belong in the Same Conversation

Domestic Violence Is about power and control.

Human Trafficking is about force, fraud, or coercion.
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In Hawai

Domestic Violence Human Trafficking

1In5 . 25.8% trafficked by a

surveyed Hawai‘i residents tamily member

o 0 '
experienced coercive control or 24'704’ f”e”fj
isolation from an intimate partner * 22.7% trafficked by a
in the past 5 years. boyfriend

Scars on the Heart: Barriers to Safety for Survivors of Domestic Violence, HSCADV (2023)

@ Roe-Sepowitz D & Jabola-Carolus K. Research Report: Sex Trafficking in Hawai'i: Part lll. Sex Trafficking

Experiences Across Hawai’i. Arizona State University, Office of Sex Trafficking Intervention Research; 2020.



Overlapping Patterns of Coercion

Manipulation Threats to the family

Use of love and/or ‘
survival needs




Contextual Risk Factors

Q%

Immigration status Prior trauma System involvement
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Coordinated,
Survivor Centered
Responses
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Why Coordination Matters

Survivors navigate multiple systems
Fragmented responses increase risk

Information gaps = safety gaps



Best Practices for Coordination

Cross-training
Clear communication channels

Shared safety protocols/planning



Survivor-Centered Approach

Respectful
Cultural Understanding

SAFETY



Safety Planning Across Contexts

Safety planning is a process a victim uses to assess, identify, and
Implement strategies.

Evolves as a survivor's circumstances change.

Leaving an abusive relationship/situation does not equate to safety.
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Trauma-informed
Approaches




Trauma-Informed Care

Recognizes signs of ongoing violence
Avoids retraumatizing

Responds appropriately
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Why Trauma-Informed Approaches Matter

Builds safety and engagement
Develops trust

Strengthens Service
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Practical Trauma-Informed Strategies

Explain the next steps to avoid surprises.

Use language that reflects their experience of coercion
and control, not their “bad decisions.”







Key Takeaways

Shared indicators and coercion patterns.

Coordination improves safety.

Trauma-informed care is essential, not optional.
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rv\‘ COALITION AGAINST
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Supporting Survivors v Policy & Research v Trainings & Ev

Find Help

ACCESS THE
RESOURCES YOU NE

If you’re in an emergency situation, call 911.

State and Local Resource hscadv.org/find-help
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