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ATTORNEY GENERAL ISSUES STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO JUDICIAL 

SELECTION COMMISSION RULES CHANGE 

 
HONOLULU –  In response to the recent decision by the Judicial Selection Commission 
to amend its rules to authorize release of the names of candidates for judicial office, 
announced on November 16, Attorney General David Louie issued the following 
statement: 
 
"We recognize the right of the Judicial Selection Commission to change its rules and 
decide upon its own authority whether to publicize the names on the list.  But this does 
not change the holding in the Pray vs. Judicial Selection Commission case that provided 
the Governor with discretion to release the names, contrary to Judge Sakamoto's ruling 
against the State in the recent case filed by the Star-Advertiser.  Until we have had the 
opportunity to review and evaluate the written decision issued by Judge Sakamoto, no 
decision has been made on whether we will pursue further legal review in the Star-
Advertiser's case. 
 
"With respect to releasing the names of future nominees, if the Commission publicizes 
the names of final judicial candidates when they provide those names to the Governor, 
the practical effect moving forward is that the names are available to the public 
regardless of who releases them.  This does not necessarily mean, however, that an 
appeal will not be taken in the present case, which was decided prior to the Judicial 
Selection Commission's rule change." 
 
The amendment to the Judicial Selection Commission rules became effective on 
November 15, 2011, and can be found on its website at:  
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/courts/judicial_selection_commission.html 
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