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TWO CHARGED WITH FELONY WELFARE FRAUD 
 
HONOLULU – Attorney General Doug Chin today announced that welfare fraud 
charges have been filed against Leslie K. Harada and Robert J. Moniz. 
 
Harada is charged with first-degree theft. The complaint against Harada, a 45-year old 
Waipahu resident, alleges that between September 1, 2011 and July 31, 2016, she 
applied for and received public assistance benefits to which she was not entitled. This 
resulted in the Department of Human Services (DHS) making more than $20,000 in 
overpayments to Harada.  
 
Moniz is charged with one count of second-degree theft and two counts of third-degree 
theft. The complaint against Moniz, a 41-year old Waianae resident, alleges that during 
three different timeframes from 2010 to 2015, he applied for and received public 
assistance benefits to which he was not entitled. This resulted in DHS making more 
than $300 in overpayments (second-degree theft) and more than $100 in overpayments 
(third-degree theft) to Moniz. 
 
Attorney General Doug Chin said, “Public assistance benefits need to go to people 
who need them. We will prosecute anyone who abuses the system.”     
 
First-degree theft is punishable by up to ten years in prison and a $25,000 fine. Second-
degree theft is punishable by up to five years in prison and a $10,000 fine. Third-degree 
theft is punishable by up to one year in jail and a $2,000 fine. Harada and Moniz are 
both presumed innocent unless and until they are found guilty of the charges beyond a 
reasonable doubt. Copies of the felony informations are attached.  
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