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STATE CIRCUIT COURT DISMISSES MEDICAL AID-IN-DYING CASE 
 
HONOLULU – Today an Oahu circuit judge dismissed a lawsuit asking the court to 
prevent existing Hawaii criminal laws from being applied to medical aid in dying 
practices. In its decision, the court relied upon state legal precedent that prohibited it 
from issuing such relief.  
 
Legislation was introduced this year to legalize medical aid in dying in Hawaii and 
establish a regulatory process under which an adult resident of the state with a 
medically confirmed terminal disease may obtain a prescription for medication to be 
self-administered to end the patient’s life. The bill was deferred on March 23, 2017. 
Noting that the legislation generated 2,613 pages of testimony and comments, the court 
said “this underscores that the relief sought by the plaintiffs is political, not judicial, in 
nature and should be addressed by the political branches of government.”  
 
A copy of the court’s decision is attached. 
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