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Dear Chair Dhakhwa and Board members:

Police vehicle pursuits are highly dangerous, posing risks of serious injury or death to members of
the public and police officers. The Policing Project supported the passage of Act 210, a
comprehensive vehicle pursuits law, this past session to advance public safety, provide clear
guidance to law enforcement, and avoid needless fatalities and injuries.

We applaud the Board for its recent revisions to the model policy to bring it into compliance with
Act 210 and create a clearer, safer standard for vehicular pursuits across the state. With that said,
we have the following additional reminders and suggestions:

First, Act 210 requires the Department of the Attorney General to adopt rules for pursuit data
collection and reporting through a public rulemaking process pursuant to chapter 91. Haw. Stat.
§ 139-13(i)(1). Act 210 also tasks the Department of the Attorney General with collecting pursuit
data from each law enforcement agency, and making all incident-level data publicly available on
the Department of Attorney General website. /d. at § 139-13(e), (g). The model policy, though, is
drafted to vest the data collection and reporting requirements with the Law Enforcement Standards
Board, rather than the broader Department of the Attorney General, as contemplated by Act 210.

While other parts of Act 210 specifically delegate authority to the Law Enforcement Standards
Board, see, e.g, id. at 139-13(i)(2), pursuit data collection and rulemaking authority is delegated
to the broader Department of Attorney General. Vesting this authority with the Department of
Attorney General is sensible given the experience of the Department’s Research and Statistics
branch (Hawai’i’s federally designated statistical analysis center) with criminal justice data
collection.
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Second, Act 210 requires the Department of Attorney General to publish all incident-level data
collected, classified by law enforcement agency, on the Attorney General’s website. Haw. Stat.
§ 139-13(g). Publication of the incident-level data importantly allows academics and researchers
to study and make use of the data collected. However, the model policy does not provide for the
public release of incident-level data.

Third, given the immense danger of vehicle contact actions (including PIT maneuvers and
ramming) and driving the wrong-way against the flow of traffic, we recommend revising the policy
to prohibit these tactics or, at maximum, only permit vehicle contact actions and driving the wrong-
way when someone in the pursued vehicle is posing an imminent risk of serious injury or death to
another, and the risk cannot be avoided through other means.’

Fourth, Act 210 requires all law enforcement agencies to publish their pursuit policies and
guidance by January 1, 2027, either with no redactions or with limited redactions as authorized in
the Act. See Haw. Stat. § 139-13(i1)(4), (j)-(1). Those agency policies must be consistent with Act
210, the Board’s model policy, and the Attorney General’s data collection rules. /d. at § 139-
13(1)(3). We recommend making these statutory obligations clear in the model policy.

Fifth, when a search is conducted following a pursuit, Act 210 requires law enforcement agencies
to collect data on the type of search, and the basis for search, in addition to noting the type of
contraband or evidence discovered, if any. Id. at § 139-13(f)(13). The current model policy does
not include type of search and basis for search among the data points agencies must report.

The model policy now aligns much more closely to the strictures of Act 210, thanks to the
continued efforts of the Law Enforcement Standards Board. With the changes we have suggested
in this testimony, the model policy not only would conform wholly to statutory obligations but
also would bring Hawai’i in line with best practices for vehicular pursuit safety. Thank you for
considering our testimony.

! See Jennifer Gollan and Susie Neilson, Police are deliberately ramming suspects’ cars dozens have died
—including bystanders, San Francisco Chronicle (Sept. 27, 2024),
https://www.sfchronicle.com/projects/2024/police-pursuits-pit/; U.S. Department of Justice and Police
Executive Research Forum, Vehicular Pursuits: A Guide for Law Enforcement Executives on Managing
the Associated Risks, at 37, 74-80 (2023),
https://portal.cops.usdoj.gov/resourcecenter/Home.aspx?item=cops-r1134; International Association of
Chiefs of Police, Vehicular Pursuits (Dec. 2019), at 5-6, https://www.theiacp.org/sites/default/files/2019-
12/Vehicular%20Pursuits%20-%202019.pdf.
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